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PRESIDENT
George Lathrop

SECRETARY
Dee Talmage

TREASURER

MEET THE

SWIGART FAMILY
It is our great pleasure to announce Steve (’66) and Mickey
Swigart and John (’96) and Shanie Swigart as this year’s Ottawa
Hills Schools Foundation Annual Campaign Chairs.
As a three-generation Ottawa Hills Schools family, the Swigarts know
firsthand the importance of building a strong, connected community
in support of education. Steve and Mickey raised their two children,
John and Maggie (’99), in OH and have continued to live here for
more than 35 years. John and Shanie are carrying on the tradition,
raising their children, Will (12) and Charlie (6), in the Village and are
actively involved in the school and community.
The Swigart Family continues
to serve OH with commitment
and dedication to our students
and community. We are
excited to partner with the
Swigart Family as we seek
to enhance the educational
experience of every student,
every day.
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Scott Estes

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Erica (Gatchel) Silk (‘89)

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Jackie (Hylant) Berenzweig (‘93)
R. L. Berry (‘76)
Paul Bishop
Troy Greeley
Brad Johnson
Kevin Miller
Phillip Mintun
Jeremy Nixon
Judd Silverman (‘74)
Mark Wagoner (‘90)
Andrew Westmeyer (‘87)

The mission of the Ottawa
Hills Schools Foundation is
to permanently enhance and
extend the unique experience
of excellence that defines
Ottawa Hills Schools.

SUPPORTING THE OHS
FOUNDATION IS EASY!
Visit the Foundation’s website at
ohschoolsfoundation.org
to contribute online or use
the attached giving envelope.

Inaugural Class Of
DISTINGUISHED
ALUMNI Inducted
On Friday, October 20, the Ottawa Hills Schools
Foundation presented the inaugural class of
Ottawa Hills Local Schools Distinguished Alumni.

T

he award recognizes Ottawa Hills graduates who have
made or are making a meaningful contribution to society
and whose accomplishments, affiliations, and careers have
honored the tradition of excellence at OH.

Former teacher Sandy Osterman, Marcia Steele (’74),
Sally Stuckey (’74), and Katie Felkey (’71)

Inductees and their representatives (pictured left to right on
the cover): Former OH art teacher Steve Wipfli, who accepted
the award on behalf of the late Richard DeVore (’51), worldrenown ceramicist; Russell Carson (’61), businessman and
community leader; Mrs. Ellen Staelin, who accepted the
award on behalf of her late husband, David Staelin (’56), MIT
professor and co-discoverer of the Crab Nebula pulsar; John
Galbraith (’41), long-time Ohio legislator and the last surviving
member of Ottawa Hills’ first graduating class; Christine
Brennan (’76), award-winning national sports journalist; Sally
Stuckey (’74), technology innovator; and Craig Burkhart (’69),
leader in dermatological medicine, author of numerous
medical publications, and holder of multiple patents.
Distinguished Alumni were inducted at a special ceremony
held at Inverness Club and introduced during the half-time
show of the Ottawa Hills/Toledo Christian football game.

Steve (’63) and Penny (’64) Staelin, Ellen Staelin,
and Carol and Ed Bardi

Russ Carson (’61) accepting the award from Foundation
Board President George Lathrop

Inductees were celebrated by the community at the Friday night
football game. (Ellen Staelin, Russ Carson (’61), Craig Burkhart (’69),
Christine Brennan (’76), and George Lathrop)

3

alumninews
»

THANK YOU
DONORS, SUPPORTERS, & FRIENDS

T

his past October, the Ottawa Hills Schools Foundation
hosted an event for friends and supporters of the Foundation.
Attendees were welcomed by Foundation President George
Lathrop, who reviewed the successes of the Foundation since its
inception in 2013. OH Alumna Christine Brennan (’76) shared her
appreciation for the education she received at OH and what her
Ottawa Hills experiences have meant to her throughout her career
as a journalist.
Guests were treated to musical performances by students of all
ages. Several elementary students, along with music teacher
Kimberly Manchur, performed “Best Day of My Life” on ukuleles
purchased through a Foundation grant to enrich and enhance
the elementary music curriculum.
Guests also enjoyed music by the high school Choraliers. OHHS
senior Will Rand shared how the Foundation has impacted
students like him through support of experiences such as Agora
and the Choraliers’ trip to New York City to perform at Carnegie
Hall. The Foundation announced approval of a gift to the Choraliers
to support a February 2018 trip to Chicago. This gift will make it
possible for the Choraliers to perform at various venues and attend
workshops at Northwestern University.
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GERESY
LEAVES HIS

MARK OH
on

G

eresy Field is a center of activity in the Village of Ottawa
Hills. What family hasn’t come to Geresy to drop their
child off for a practice, watch a soccer game, cheer on the
Green Bears baseball team, or enjoy Fall Festival? Yet those
who are relatively new to our community don’t know who
the “Geresy” is in Geresy Field. The name is connected to a
man who left an indelible mark on Ottawa Hills Schools and
our community.

Larry connected with the students when he first arrived at
OH to ensure they understood his expectations. “I called
the seniors to the auditorium and told them how I operated.
I shared my beliefs with them. I believe students deserve
another chance. If they do something wrong, you don’t
hang them. But if they mess up again, there would be
some serious consequences. But that didn’t happen very
often. One of the biggest things in our success was the
cooperation of the students. They were just nice kids.”
Larry and his wife Penny now reside in Bellaire, Michigan.
They follow Michigan State University sports and stay busy
with their children and grandchildren.
Reflecting on 21 years at Ottawa Hills, Larry says, “Would
I do it again? Absolutely, because of the students and the
teachers who were there. The students were wonderful. I
treated them as if they were my children, and they treated
me as if I were their father. We worked on hiring the right
people. It was amazing what we could do with fantastic
teachers who made a difference.”
“My time at Ottawa Hills was very special. I’m glad I had the
opportunity to spend so many years there. I’m proud of the
teachers, the staff, and the students. I’ve had a great life and
hope to grab on to as many more years as I can.”

L

arry Geresy served Ottawa Hills Schools for 21 years—
first as high school principal for three years, then as
superintendent for 18. Much of the legacy of excellence
that has been established at Ottawa Hills Schools over the
decades can be attributed to Larry Geresy and the high
expectations he had for teachers, students, and parents.
Larry says, “I believe that students deserve first-class
teachers and first-class guidance. Any student can learn,
but they have to have a good teacher to teach them.”

“I believe that students deserve firstclass teachers and first-class guidance.
Any student can learn, but they have to
have a good teacher to teach them.”
The next time you mention Geresy Field, you’ll know
that you’re referring to more than a gathering place and
practice field. The name Geresy stands for a man who was
instrumental in establishing the tradition of excellence that
defines Ottawa Hills Schools today. And for that, we are
forever grateful.
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campusnews
LUNCH
BUNCH
Mentoring
Program
A Success

Junior High Guidance Counselor Darcy Browne and Senior
Caroline Lathrop created a mentoring program that is providing
meaningful support for elementary students.

T

he twice-a-week mentoring program, known as the Lunch
Bunch, helps foster powerful relationships between high school
students and elementary students in grades 3-6.
One objective of the program is to ensure elementary students
make strong connections with older students who can be a source
of guidance and support. The program also benefits the high school
students. Mrs. Browne notes, “The older students enjoy being role
models for the younger students. They develop their leadership skills
and learn effective communication skills.”

Students Honor Military On

VETERANS DAY

O

n Veterans Day, Command Sergeant Major
Billie Jo Boersma of the U.S. Army Garrison
at Fort Belvoir shared her personal story as an Army
veteran with Ottawa Hills students. Sergeant Major
Boersma’s appearance was made possible through
the Liberty Memorial Speaker Series. Throughout
the day, students came together to take part in
Veterans Day programs, honoring the service and
sacrifice of our nation’s military. Many OH alumni
returned to the school for the Veterans Day events,
including Tom Kabat (’62), Bill Potter (’62), and
Glenn Rudy (’62), pictured above.

Caroline says of the program, “Lunch Bunch creates a social and
academic safe space for elementary students. Our goal is to make
sure every student has a place to come to get help with homework
or just hang out and play board games.” The Lunch Bunch, in less
than a year, has made a marked impact on our elementary students.

MEETING UP WITH

shared, “The alumni event was a great opportunity to meet
up with other Green Bears. Although it’s just beginning, I think
the partnership with Miami and OH grads will provide many
opportunities for future alumni and I can’t wait to see it grow.”

AT MIAMI UNIVERSITY

Miami’s Senior Associate Director of Admissions Jane Lee noted,
“Miami University is proud to partner with Ottawa Hills High
School in providing continuing support and resources to students
as they navigate through college life and make career plans
beyond the classroom. It was quite impressive to see the large
turnout of busy college students who made time to connect with
their Ottawa Hills administrators to discuss career networking
and mentorship opportunities. We look forward to assisting with
future endeavors!”

GREEN BEARS
M

ore than two dozen Ottawa Hills graduates
currently attend Miami University in Oxford, Ohio.
On a beautiful fall day in early November, nearly all
of them gathered together on Miami’s campus for an
opportunity to reconnect with OHHS Principal Ben
McMurray, Assistant Principal Jackie Patterson,
Guidance Counselor Jennifer Nagy, and Director of
Development and Alumni Relations Erica Silk. Students
shared their insights about career and college readiness,
college admissions, internships, clubs and activities,
and professional networking. All of them offered to
help current and future high school students who are
considering Miami. OH Alumna Olivia Koury (’15)
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AMAZING
JOURNEY
FOR BOYS SOCCER

THE GREEN BEARS COMPETED IN
THE STATE CHAMPIONSHIP SOCCER
GAME ON NOVEMBER 11 AT MAPFRE
STADIUM IN COLUMBUS.

T

hey fought hard throughout the entire
game against the Knights of Cincinnati
Summit Country Day. The Knights edged
out a 1-0 victory with a goal late in the
second half, and the Bears ended the
season as state runners-up. Green Bear
pride was in abundance that day as
MAPFRE stadium was filled with hundreds
of students, community members, and
alumni who came from all over the
country to support our players.
The Bears ended the season 20-1-2 and
secured their 13th consecutive TAAC title.
Three seniors were honored with the
All-District Academic Award for achieving
a 3.7 GPA or higher. Congratulations to
the team and Coach Nate Baer on an
incredible season.

REUNION RECAP
CLASS OF 1967

I

n September, members of the Class of 1967 returned to Ottawa Hills to
celebrate their 50th reunion. More than 60 members of the class and their
spouses walked down memory lane as they toured the high school. They
stopped in the Bear Cave to purchase spirit wear and enjoyed a presentation
from the Ottawa Hills Dance Team. In addition, OH legend and former
superintendent Larry Geresy made a special appearance at the school on
Saturday, and former teachers Norm Neidermeier, Marcia Houck, and
Mary Anne Preston joined in some of their festivities. Lynn Kampfer, who
still lives in the Village, helped to organize the reunion with classmate
Mike Brooks. Lynn says, “Our OHHS tour was the best. I couldn’t believe
how many showed up for it. People said their time at the school was one
of the highlights of the weekend. The 50th reunion was a GREAT success.”

CLASSES OF 1987 & 1997

T

he classes of ’87 and ’97 came
together on Homecoming weekend
to celebrate their 20th and 30th
reunions. Alumni enjoyed the Friday night
Village Life Parade and Homecoming
football game where the Bears came
back from behind to defeat the Edon
Bombers 27-26. On Saturday, the alumni
enjoyed reminiscing during a tour of the
school and a dinner out on the town.
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Like Us On Facebook

Ottawa Hills Local Schools
Alumni Association

Please Join Us In Chicago!
CALLING ALL ALUMNI AND FORMER CHORALIERS...
Please join us in Chicago as we gather for fellowship
and music performed by the OH Choraliers,
accompanied by Steve & Donna Tozer Wipfli

Friday, February 23, 2018
6:00 – 9:00 p.m.
At the home of Matson &
Samantha (Kabat) Schwalm (’93)
For more information, please contact Erica Silk (’89)
at esilk@ohschools.org or 419.214.4838.

